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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

JP 2006-518225 A 2006.8.10

Int: it Application Mo
PLisue2004/000129

A, CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER
TRC T CAGIFR/00 " A61B17/00

According to International Patent Classificaiion (IPC) or to both national classificalion and IPC

8. FIELOS SEARCHED

Minimum documeniation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols)

IPC 7 ABIF A61B

Decumentation searched other than minimum documeniation to the extent that such decumenis are included in 1he fields searched

EPO-Internal

Elecitonic daia bass consulted during the international search (name of dale base and, where practical, search terms used)

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Galegory * § Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of Ihe relevant passages

Relavarl 1¢ clzim No,

X US 5 397 331 A (HIMPENS JACQUES £T AL}
14 March 1995 (1995-03-14)

column 4, Tine 66 — column 6, line 16
X DE 20Q 09 815 U (AESCULAP AG & CO KG&)
17 August 2000 (2000-08-17)

page 3, paragraph 2 - paragraph 4

X Us 6 117 159 A (BUSCEMI PAUL J ET AL)
12 September 2000 (2000~-09-12)}

calumn 4, Tine 34 - 1ine 44

column 7, line 55 — line B8

X US 5 425 744 A (RAMAN L VEN ET AL)

20 June 1995 (1995-06-25)

calumn 4, line 48 - 1ine 56; figure 1

1-9,
11-13,15

10,14,15

13-15

I:I Further documenis are listed in the contiruation of box G.

Patent family mambers are llsted in annex.

* Special calegories of ciied documents

*A* document defining the geneml siale of the &n which is not
considered te be of particular refevance

"E' earlier document but published on of afer fhe international
filing date

"L* document which may throw doubis on priofity claim(s) or
which {s Ched 10 establish the pubkcation daie of anolher
cifation of other special reason (as specified)

'O documeni refgrring 1o an oral disclogurs, use, exhibition or
oiher means

P document published prior 1a the intemstienal filing date but
Ister than the priority dale claimed

*T* later document published atter the International Tiling date
or priority date and notin conflict with the  application but
cited to undersiand the principle r theory underiying the
invention

“¥* document of paricular relevance; the ciaimed ipvention
cannol be considerad novel or cannot be congidered o
involve 2n ipventive step when the document is faken alone

"¥* documant of particular relevance; the claimed invetion
cannol be considered (o involve &n inventive sfep when the
gocument is combinatt with ene o more other such dogu-
ments, such combination baing obvious 10 & person skilled
in the ar.

"&* gocument member of 1he same patent family

Date of the aclual compielion of the intemational search Date of maifing of the intsmational search reporn
8 June 2004 30/11/2004
Name and mailing addmss of the [5A Autherized officer
European Patent Office, P.B. 5618 Palentlaan I
NL ~ 2280 HY Rijswijk
Tel. {+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl,
Fan: (+31-70) 340-3016 Angelt, #

Farm FCTABAZ1D (sacond sheel) (January 2004)
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ational application No,

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT PCT/GB2004/000129

Box Il Observatlons where certain claims were found unsearchable (Cortinuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International S2arch Report has not been established in respect of certain clalms under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons;

1. D Claims Nos.;
because they relate to subject mattar not requirsd to be searched by this Authority, mamefy:

2. m Claims Nos.: 16; 17

because they relate fo paris of the international Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements 1o such
an extent that no meaningiul Intemationat Search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted In accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4{a).

Box Il Observations whare unity of inventlon |s tacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This Intemational Searchiing Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the appiicant, this International Search Report covers all
ssarchable claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Aathority did not invite payment
of any additional feg.

3. As Orlly 2oma of the reguired additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this Intemnational Search Peport
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

. I:I No reguired additional search fees were timeiy paid by the applicant, Consequently, this International Search Report is
resfricted 1o the invention first mentiongd in the claims; it s coverad by claims Nos.:

F

Remark on Profest D The additional search fees were accom panied by the applicant's protest,

D o protest accompanied the payment of additional ssarch fees.

Form PCTASA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (January 2004)
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASAS 210

Continuation of Box I1.2

Claims Nos.: 16,17

Claims 16 and 17 have not been searched as 1t defines tts subject-matter
by referring to the drawings, which is not allowed pursuant to the
Guidelines PCT/GL/ISPE/1 Chapter 5, paragraph 5.10 and Articie 6 FCT.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination {Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not te carry out a prelfminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter Il procedure. If the application proceeds fnto the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
cut during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-V1, 8.5),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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nlormation on patent tamily members.

JP 2006-518225

A 2006.8.10

e nal Application Ne

PL 1, 9B2004/000129

Patant document

Publication

Patent family

Publication

citectin search repor{ date member{g) date

Us 5397331 A 14-03-1995 DK 191491 A 26-05-1993
Al 665964 B2 25-01~-1996
AU 2857792 A 27-05~1993
CA 2083628 Al 26-05-1993
DE 69201632 D1 13-04~1995
DE 69201633 T2 06-07-1995
DK 544485 T3 22-05-1995
EP 0544485 Al 02-06~1993
ES 2069968 73 16-05-1995
JP 3284505 B2 20-05-2002
JP 5328165 A 14-12-1993

DE 20009815 U 17-08-2000 DE 20009815 U1 17-68-2000

US 6117159 A 12-09-2000  US 5853422 A 29-12~1998
us 6312446 Bl 0e-11-2001
us 6024756 A 15-02-2000

Us 5425744 A 20-06-1995 CA 2082090 AL 06-05-1993
DE 69226841 Dt 08-10~1998
DE 69226841 T2 20-05-1999
EP 0541063 A2 12-05-1993
Jp 3238767 B2 17-12-2001
JF 5237128 A 17-09-1993

Farm PCTASA/Z16 (patent family 2ex) (January 2005)
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